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Grade 5 

Environment Project 
Term 4 

Everywhere we look we can see problems in the way we treat the environment. 

From throwing trash on the ground to big industry polluting rivers and streams. 

We can all agree that we need to do better! 

Name: _________________________ 

Class: _________ 
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 It’s quite clear that we all have a choice for the future. We can make changes 

to the way we treat our environment, or we can have problems down the road in 

the future. Every day people throw out their garbage or use materials that were 

built in a big factory that affects the environment around it. 

The question is, what can we do about it? How can we help? In the box below 

brainstorm some ideas with your teacher and classmates. 
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 From water pollution to global warming, environmental issues affect every person, animal, community, and 

nation on the planet. As increasing evidence supports the devastating effect humans have on the environment, more 

people are taking steps to protect the environment and educate others about environmental problems by looking at 

the top environmental concerns. 

Top 5 Public Concerns 
According to a series of polls conducted between 1997 and 2008, people are most concerned about the following five environmental issues: 
 
1. Contamination of Drinking Water: Contamination of fresh water used for household needs, including pollution of oceans, rivers, lakes, and 
reservoirs, worries many people the most. More than half of people in the poll said they worry about the safety of their drinking  water very 
much. 
 
2. Water Pollution: Many people also worry about water pollution and similar problems. More than half of the people who voted in the 2008 poll 
were concerned. Related problems include acid rain, ocean dumping, urban runoff, oil spills, ocean acidification, and wastewater. 
 
3. Soil Contamination: Another problem is oil erosion, soil conservation, soil salination, and soil contamination by waste, pesticides, and lead. 
 
4. Wildlife Conservation: Many people expressed concern about wildlife conservation and connected environmental issues, such as endangered 
species, animal and plant extinction, coral bleaching, poaching, and loss of natural animal habitats that create breaks in the food chain and other 
problems. 
 
5. Air pollution: Concerns over air pollution has been a big topic for more than 10 years. A lot of people are worried about indoor and outdoor air 
quality, carbon emissions, tropospheric ozone and other topics. 

    acidification        conservation        endangered        extinction        erosion        pesticides        wastewater         

 poaching        poll        emissions        runoff        ozone 

1. The food company's _______________ showed that most people like ketchup better than mustard. 

2. Heavy rains cause _______________ of the river bank. 

3. Many farmers use many _______________ on their plants to keep away insects. 

4. Water _______________ is important for people's health. 

5. Coal-burning factories release particles that lead to _______________ of rain water. 

6. The water people use for washing and flushing their toilets is called _______________ .  

7. He was _______________ in the forest and got caught by the wildlife protection police. 

8. Some of the country’s biggest canyons have been caused by water _______________ .  

9. Many governments create laws to protect _______________ animals like the white-headed duck many other birds in Turkey. 

10. Some animals and plants go into _______________ when they have all died and we no longer have them. 

11. Every vehicle on the road creates _______________ which dirty the air that we breathe. 

12. _______________ is a gas which is in our atmosphere, it protects us from dangerous ultraviolet light from the sun. 
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 You could go days without food and hours without water, but you would last only a few minutes 

without air. On average, each of us breathes over 3,000 gallons of air each day and drinks 1-3 liters of water 

per day. You must have air, water, and food to live. However, did you know that breathing polluted air or 

drinking dirty water can make you sick?  Isn’t that a good enough reason to start thinking about the 

environment? 

  

 Write 3 reasons why you think we should pay attention to our environment. 

 

1. _______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

2. _______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

3. _______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

 What are some ways that people try to help with these problems? 

 

1. _______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

2. _______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

3. _______________________________________________________________________________________________________  



 

6                                                051-eng-wb-T4-(Environment Project) 



 

7                                                051-eng-wb-T4-(Environment Project) 

 

C. Now, It’s time to listen to the text and complete the NOTE-TAKING chart below.  

 

 http://thinkonline.smarttutor.com/story-time-water-pollution-cause-and-effect/ 

EFFECT: 

Water Pollution 

CAUSE 1 

CAUSE 2 

CAUSE 3 

CAUSE 6 

CAUSE 5 

CAUSE 4 

 

Check with your classmates to see if you found them all! 
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Our environment project is all about opening our minds and thinking 

about how we change the environment around us.  

What we want to do is create a road to a better future and we want you 

to pave that road. 

 

On the next page you will see two sections labeled  

A: Raising Awareness and B: Social Services.  

You and your group will choose one project from either section and you 

will research, act, and illustrate what we can do by working together. 

Project Objectives 
 

   

  Effective Communication   Realizing own role in group and taking it serious 

  Effective Communication   Effective Presentation Skills 

 

  Critical Thinking Skills   Research information from proper sources to make informed decisions 

  Critical Thinking Skills   Defending own opinion with supporting data 

  Critical Thinking Skills   Ability to make a choice and support one’s choices with reasons 

  Critical Thinking Skills   Ability to find the big picture from bits of information  

  Critical Thinking Skills   Ability to evaluate according to given criteria 

  Critical Thinking Skills  Explain one’s own viewpoint with supporting examples 

 

  Speaking and Listening   Listen for the purpose of note taking 

  Speaking and Listening   Pay close attention in discussion to what others say, asking and answering 

      questions to introduce new ideas 
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A: Raising Awareness 

 

1) Interview a teacher: During a morning chat you can set up a time with a teacher to conduct a discussion or                       

  have an interview on the environment.  Go with your questions & make sure you take   

  notes. Take pictures and prepare a poster about this discussion. 

2) Presentation of an environmental problem & solution: You may use PowerPoint, iMovie, stop motion, PowToon, 

  Prezi or a poster to get your ideas across.  Explain the problem and show ways to solve it in your  

  presentation. You may want to show the problem with simple experiments too. 

3) Song  / Poem / Drama Performance: Come up with a song/poem/a short drama performance to explain ways to 

  save the environment. Be creative and inspirational.  You may reflect the lyrics of the song/poem on 

  the screen during your presentation.   

4) Açı school waste research: Research how many pencils, erasers, board markers are used yearly at Açı. Come up 

  with ways to reduce the use of paper being used at the school, gather information from the cafeteria 

  on how much food is wasted per day (amount of water used to clean dishes, etc. / contact our Eco 

  school team & Açı Facilities Manager for additional help) Put your findings and ideas in a PowerPoint 

  or other presentation. 

B: Social Services 

 

1) Forest clean up:  In your own time, you may choose to organize a clean up day with your friends/family. You 

  may choose to go to a forest or park and take before and after pictures of the area. Later on you will 

  need to prepare a poster/ppt/video  to show us; *what the problem was  *why you did this  *what the 

  results were.  

2) Planting trees: Research for a place to find the best area to plant a tree. Organize a day to plant trees with your 

  family/friends. You will need to document this through photos and a small presentation on why you 

  choose a particular type of tree. 

3) Fundraising: Come up with ways to raise money for environmental awareness. You may want to organize a bake 

  sale/secondhand market in your own neighborhood. Set your goal and once you reach it, find an 

  environmental organization and donate the proceeds. You should have pictures of the event and a 

  small paragraph written to the organization explaining why you are donating and what you have  

  learned in this project.   
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  Week 28 - Meeting the Environment 

  Week 29 - Water Pollution 

  Week 32 - Getting into groups 

      Choosing your Projects 

      Research 

  Week 34 - Speech/Presentation Writing 

  Week 35 - Presentations 

My Group 

 

    Name: ____________________ 

   Team Member 1: ___________________ 

   Team Member 2: ___________________ 

   Team Member 3: ___________________ 

   Team Member 4: ___________________ 
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 Which Project did we choose? ______________________________________ 

 

 Planning 

 

 What is our topic? ________________________________________ 

 

 Why did we choose this topic? ______________________________ 

 _______________________________________________________ 

 

 How can we present it? ____________________________________ 

 _______________________________________________________ 

 

 Team Member Duties: 
 Each team member must have a role, you must choose for yourself which responsibility everyone will take in order to 

 work together and present your project successfully. 

 

 Name: ___________________ Role: _____________________ 

 Name: ___________________ Role: _____________________ 

 Name: ___________________ Role: _____________________ 

 Name: ___________________ Role: _____________________ 

 

 To do list:   1  -___________________________________ 

   2 -____________________________________ 

   3 -____________________________________ 

   4 -____________________________________ 

   5 -____________________________________ 

   6 -____________________________________ 
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Mind Map 
In the center of the map, write your project name. Around the outside of the map write 

down your ideas and parts of your project that you want to work on and show in your 

presentation so that you can remind yourself and stay on topic. 
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Research Notes 
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____________________________________________________________________________
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____________________________________________________________________________
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____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________
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____________________________________________________________________________
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____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 
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Presentation Techniques 
Below you will find a list of techniques that you should think about when you are writing your 

speech and when you are presenting your project. Keep checking them as you work on your 

project to remind yourself. 

 

1. Allow plenty of time for preparation. 

2. Answer the all-important question-words: why? who? where? when? how? and 

what? 

3. Include an  introduction, body, conclusion and questions. 

4. Write notes based on important words. 

5. Practice your presentation several times and change it as necessary. 

6. Select the right presentation style. 

7. Use your time effectively. 

8. Make use of clear, powerful visual materials to make it interesting. 

9. Use clear, simple language, avoiding slang. 

10.Use concrete facts, don’t say “I think” or “maybe”. 

11.Explain what you will talk about at the beginning so that your listeners know what 

to expect. 

12.Don’t get nervous, relax and do your best. 

13.Be aware of your body language. 

14.Maintain interest by varying the speed, volume and pitch of your voice. 

15.Answer your listeners' questions politely. 

16.Respond to your audience positively. 

 

 Check the QR code for an example of good and bad presentations! 



 

15                                                051-eng-wb-T4-(Environment Project) 

 

Speech Writing 

 
 Who is your audience? ________________________________________ 
 What is your Topic? ___________________________________________ 
 Where is your speech going to be? _______________________________ 
 
 Introduction: 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
 Body: 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
 Conclusion: 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 

Checklist 

 Did I explain my idea clearly?     Yes / No 

 Did I tell the audience what they needed to know?  Yes / No 

 Did I make my audience think about the environment? Yes / No 
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1. the gases that are in the space around the earth and other similar objects        

in outer space 

 

a. atmosphere 

b. wastewater 

c. contaminate 

d. sewage 

 

2. the usual weather conditions in a place 

 

a. climate 

b. contamination 

c. global warming 

d. preservation 

 

3. to ruin, infect, or make dirty by touching or adding something harmful 

 

a. contaminate 

b. sewage 

c. wastewater 

d. renew 

 

4. the act of making dirty. 

 

a. contamination 

b. renewable 

c. preservation 

d. pollution 

 

5. an increase in the world's temperatures, which many scientists believe is 

caused in part by pollution of the atmosphere 

 

a. global warming 

b. atmosphere 

c. sewage 

d. renewable 

 

6. poisons, waste, or other materials that cause harm to the environment 

 

a. pollution 

b. renewable 

c. climate 

d. wastewater 

 

Vocabulary 
 

 
7. protecting something from loss or damage 

 

a. preservation 

b. wastewater 

c. contamination 

d. recycle 

 

8. to put used things through a process that allows them to be used again 

 

a. recycle 

b. atmosphere 

c. global warming 

d. climate 

 

9. to make like new; restore 

 

a. renew 

b. renewable 

c. global warming 

d. pollution 

 

10. able to be revived, regenerated, or restored to an original state or 

condition 

 

a. renewable 

b. global warming 

c. contamination 

d. climate 

 

11. water and waste material that is carried away in sewers 

 

a. sewage 

b. contaminate 

c. global warming 

d. pollution 

 

12. water that has been used for some purpose by humans, such as in 

industry or for sanitation, and contains any of various types of contaminants 

 

a. wastewater 

b. atmosphere 

c. preservation 

d. recycle 
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Presentation Notes: 

Take notes or bullet points on your ideas to remind yourself. 
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